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The Best Keepsakes From Your Honeymoon

By:

Sharon Naylor,

Author of The Complete Outdoor Wedding Planner

While, of course, the best thing you can take away from your honeymoon is a wealth of romantic memories (like when you had breakfast on the beach while watching the sunrise), it’s also a great idea to take a little something else home as a memento of the Trip of Your Lifetime. And by that I don’t mean stealing the hotel towels.

Here are the top keepsakes that you can bring back from your honeymoon, display in your home as a constant, tangible reminder of the bliss you experienced, and show to your kids someday when they ask ‘what was your honeymoon like?’:

From the Beach

· A beautiful, perfect shell from the beach (Look for hinged clamshells and oyster shells, beautiful pearlized abalone shells, large conches, and swirled nautilus shells)

· An interesting, colored rock from the island, such as a black lava stone or a geode (one of those plain gray rocks that splits open to reveal gorgeous colored crystals inside)

· A decorative piece of driftwood from the beach

· A vial of sand from the beach, especially if you’re surrounded by pink Bermuda sand or black sand from some Hawaiian beaches (tip: clean out mini travel-sized bottles of baby oil and dry them thoroughly, using these as your closed-lid sand vials)

[IMPORTANT: Check the rules from the U.S. Customs Department to be sure you can bring sand back home – the Customs department has strict rules about plants, soil, sand, and many other items with an aim towards preventing any dangers from coming back to the mainland]

What You Wore

· The first flower. If you tucked a gorgeous flower behind your ear on the first night of your honeymoon, for that first formal dinner out, keep it, dry it, press it, preserve it. Put it in a safe box and label it, so you know this is the flower from that night.

· Jewelry. While on your trip, purchase (or give as a gift to your new spouse) a beautiful necklace or bracelet that’s location-inspired, such as a silver starfish necklace, a shell bracelet, or something cultural such as a whale’s tooth necklace from New Zealand (which is a treasured luck charm in that culture, and is said to protect travelers during over-water airplane flights).

· Perfume. Pick up a new fragrance, or have one made for you. In Bermuda, a perfume factory will custom-blend a scent for you, which you can use for many years to come.

Starting Traditions


Now is the perfect time to begin annual traditions for the two of you. It’s romantic, it brings back memories from the beginning bliss of your marriage, and it unites you again and again in the future:

· Uncork it. Buy a great bottle of brandy, cognac or port and have your first toast from it on your honeymoon. Then seal it up, bring it home, and open it again and again for toasts on your future anniversaries.

· Bring home the cork. Save the cork from your first bottle of champagne, label it and bring it home to start a collection of the corks you’ll pop for all your future important events. Perhaps it can join a collection of already-saved corks, like the one from when you got engaged, the first cork from your wedding day, and so on.

· Start a journal. Buy a great travel journal at the bookstore, and use it to record your vacation adventures in detail. Tuck in brochures, wine bottle labels, and any additional keepsakes. Save this journal as your Travel-Only log, and bring it along on all of your future trips. In twenty years, you can look back over and re-live all of your shared adventures and most romantic, exotic experiences.

From the Gift Shop

· A location-inspired stuffed toy or keychain. You might choose a dolphin or whale, a coqui from Puerto Rico, a starfish, a lighthouse, and so on.

· Postcards. Very inexpensively, you’ll collect professional pictures of all the local landmarks, tourist sites, and sunset vistas from the area so that you don’t have to take pictures of them yourselves. (Note: many couples frame these postcards as art for their homes)

· Books on island or local culture.

· Cookbooks on island or cultural cuisine.

· Framed or matted artwork

· Nightshirts and tee shirts to wear in the future.

On Film

· Great, unique pictures and video from your most exciting adventures, your most romantic nights, and wonders like the brilliant rainbow that arched out over the ocean after three days of rain.

· See our article on ‘Taking Great Pictures on Your Honeymoon’ for more ways to bring home your memories in terrific, creative ways.
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